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Big For lts Britches

No man in American life
,brobably has a greater in-
rerest in the work and the
job record of the central-in-
telligence agency than lor-
wer President Harry 8§ Tru-
man.-He established it.

So when Truman writes

T Early in his presidency
‘Truman learncd a president
.can operate intelligently on-
ly if the imformation upon
‘which he frames his deci-
sions is complete and accur-
“ate. He needs up lo the min-
ute data on all global points,
free from departmental in- |
:terpretations calculated to |
 support a given position or

in a copyrighted atticle forto shield the president from
the Hearst newspapers thatl!ynpleasant facts.
. he is becoming increasingly s

< 8o Truman established
{concerned about the agen- g.."cra 4o collect intelli-
cy’s drift to ‘“‘peacetime cloak :

t,:md dagger operations,” hoth
3 the government and the peo-
: ple should listen, '
Said Truman:

We have grown up as
a uation, respected for-
our {ree institutions and
for our ability to main-
tain a free aud open so-
cicty. There is some-
thing about the way the
. CIA has been function-’
ing that is casting a
shadow over our historic
position and I feel that
we nced to correct it

The history of the CIA
- since the Truman adminis,

tration urgently supports his
; concerin. It is like a creature

gence reports from  every
; available source and to be
; responsible only to the pres-
ident, He wanted the infor-
mation in its raw state, as
he put it, and to be free to
base his judgments on un-
adulterated facts. }

For Truman the concept
worked., The CIA. remaivned:
just an information gatber-
mg agency. He never per-
mitted it to get bizger than
‘that. i

Today the CIA has be-
come a symbol internation-
ally fora super cloak and
dagger operation which not
anly gathers information but,

i’which feeding upon ils ow

f
!

a private police force, judg

j and advocate.

i_ The government
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recommends and in instancesi
virlually establishes policy.,

milk has swelled into a gar{ Truman is disturhed over this;
guntuan thing. ?ﬁ has mv_ade as are all sound thinking per-|
the policy making domain of sons concerned with any su-
the executive branch of thq per agency and its incvitable
| government and has becomd super state instincts. '

l

A
'

|

Return the CIA to its or-!
iginal concept—that of aj

should data gathering group of ex-!
ra back to the original conq perts charged with getting!
i copt of the CIA as envisloned; information so the president
tcan do his homework intel-
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‘ligently, decisively and

gz‘ ably. . .
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